Cardiac isoform of alpha 2 macroglobulin, an early diagnostic marker for cardiac manifestations in AIDS patients.
This study investigated the possible role of the cardiac isoform of alpha 2-macroglobulin (CA2M) as an early diagnostic marker for HIV-associated cardiovascular manifestations. A total of 349 samples were analysed by Western blot and quantified by sandwich enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. The levels of CA2M present in sera of HIV-associated cardiac diseases were significantly higher than those of HIV without cardiac involvement and healthy sera. CA2M may act as a novel diagnostic marker to identify cardiac manifestations in HIV/AIDS patients.